NEWGATE CALENDAR
lofty temper. Her father, evidently perceiving the addresses
of Mr Channel ^were received and accepted by her with
scorn and reproofs, entreated her to receive him with less
disdain and listen to his respectful addresses. Being weary,
however, of his fond familiarities, she determined to abandon
herself from him, and never more admit him into her
presence or society. She had no sooner put her design into
execution but it reached her father's ears, who kept a more
strict guard and watchful eye over her behaviour and con-
duct, and forthwith continued his absurd and unreasonable
expostulations and imprudent menaces to enforce and
augment her love. She in vain endeavoured to excuse herself,
by disputing the most solid and rational arguments; but
how much the more she persisted, by so much the more
her parents' resolution was incensed and irritated, pressing
her to consent to a speedy marriage, and telling her she
would discharge the duty under which she was obligated
to them by assenting to and complying with their com-
mands. At length, being continually fatigued and impor-
tuned by her parents to have the marriage solemnised, she
consented, though with the greatest reluctance. And on
the day appointed the ceremony was ordained.
Having now gratified her parents' desire, and yielded to
their compulsions, by putting the finishing stroke to her
marriage, she still continued her slights and contempts
towards her husband, and he became the entire object of
her scorn. Soon after the solemnisation of the marriage
she began to plot and contrive new scenes of tragedies, and
her thoughts were chiefly employed and taken up in study-
ing what measures to take to get rid of her husband, and
set herself at liberty. Nothing would satisfy her enormous
desires but his death, which she determined to bring about
by poison. And, in order thereto, she sent her maid to the
apothecary's for some white mercury, telling her it was to
kill rats and mice; though it is certain her design was
reverse, which she intended to fulfil as soon as opportunity
would give reins to her vicious inclinations. A little after
she gave orders for rice milk to be made for breakfast* That
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